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2018 GIFT LIMITS 

 
1. What is a gift? 

 

A “gift” is any payment or other benefit provided to you that confers a personal benefit 
for which you do not provide goods or services of equal or greater value. Gifts most often 
offered to trustees include meals and tickets to sporting events. 

 

You have “received” or “accepted” a gift when you know you have actual possession of 
the gift or when you take any action exercising direction or control over the gift, 
including discarding the gift or turning it over to another person. There are exceptions to 
this rule if you return the gift unused to the donor or reimburse the donor, within 30 days 
of receipt. 

 
 
2.     What are the 2017 limitations on accepting gifts? 

 

$50 Reporting Limit - Trustees must report gifts of any kind aggregating $50 or more, 
from a single source, in one calendar year on their Form 700 – Statement of Economic 
Interests.  (Gov. Code, § 87207.) 

 
$470 Single Source Limit - Trustees may not accept gifts of more than $470 from any 
single source per calendar year. (Gov. Code, § 89503, Cal. Code Regs., tit. 2, § 18940.2.) 
Please note that all gifts from the same source are cumulated in calculating the $470. 

 
$470 Disqualification Limit - Trustees who accept gifts of more than $470 in the 
previous 12 months from a third party are also disqualified from voting or otherwise 
participating in a Board of Retirement decision affecting the third party. (Gov. Code, §§ 
87100 and 87103.) If a trustee is disqualified from voting on a matter affecting the Board 
of Retirement because of accepting a gift of more than $470, there is a strong argument 
that the trustee has also violated his or her fiduciary duty. 

 
 
3.     What about gifts to spouses and families? 

 

A gift of meals and/or tickets to sporting events given directly to a trustee’s immediate 
family is considered a gift to the trustee. (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 2, § 18943) There are 
exceptions to this rule. (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 2, § 18942) Most common exception is 
when there is an established working, social, or similar relationship between the donor 
and the family member that would suggest an association between the donor and the 
family member suitable or appropriate for giving the gift. However, exceptions to the 
general rule would not apply if the donor of the gift is involved in an action or decision 
before the Board of Retirement within the last 12 months or if the donor regularly 
engages in or seeks business contracts with the Board of Retirement. As a result, barring 
extraordinary circumstances, any gift of meals and/or tickets to sporting events given to 
the trustee’s spouse should be considered a gift to the trustee. 
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4.     What about group gifts from multiple donors? 

 

A question arises what to do if two donors equally give a gift of a meal or sporting 
tickets.  California Code of Regulations, title 2, section 18945.2 states: 

 
If an official receives a gift valued at $50 or more from a group of persons, the official 
need only report any source(s) of the gift who donates $50 or more to the overall value of 
the gift. In addition, any donation to the group gift made by any person for whom the 
official is required to report a gift shall be aggregated with any other gift made by that 
person. A gift from a single organization is not a group gift from members of that 
organization. 

 
 
5.     What about gifts to the public agency used by officials?  Form 801 

 

Payment by a third-party for an official’s travel expenses for the purpose of facilitating 
the public’s business in lieu of a payment using agency funds that would otherwise be 
considered a gift or income to the benefiting official, subject to reporting on a Statement 
of Economic Interest, Form 700. However if the public agency follows the disclosure 
procedures provided in FPPC Regulations 18944 and 18950.1 and a Form 801 is 
appropriately filed by the third-party making the payment, the payment instead may be 
accepted as a payment to the agency. 

 
Form 801 must be maintained as a public document, and if payments aggregate 
$2,500 or more in a calendar quarter, website posting is required. 

 
Within 30 days after the end of a calendar quarter if aggregated reported payments, for 
travel and non-travel purposes, total $2,500 or more, the agency must post the reports (or 
a report summary) on the agency website; and forward the information to the FPPC 
which will also post the information. 

 
Note that the website posting rules differ for travel and non-travel payments. For non-
travel payments, within 30 days after the end of a calendar quarter if aggregated reported 
payments total $2,500 or more, the local agency must post the information on the local 
agency website, but the report is not sent to the FPPC if the agency has its own 
website. 

 
 
6. What about gifts to the public agency of sporting tickets?  Form 802 

 

Agencies often receive a gift of tickets to entertainment events, sporting events, and like 
occasions. These tickets, if used by public officials would not result in a gift to the 
individuals, who receive and use these tickets to attend the function, if the agency follows 
the distribution and reporting requirements detailed in FPPC Regulation 18944.1; a FPPC 
Form 802 is filed; and, the agency has enacted a policy, which identifies the public 
purpose served in distributing the tickets. The Form 802 serves to detail each event and 
the public purpose of each ticket distribution. Also see FPPC Regulation 18942 for a list 
of exceptions to reportable gifts, including ceremonial events, when listed on Form 802. 
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When the regulation procedures are followed, public officials and agencies who receive 
such tickets are listed on a Form 802, and the agency officials do not report the value of 
the tickets on the official’s Statement of Economic Interests, Form 700, and the value of 
the value of the ticket is not subject to the gift limit. 

 
 
7.     What about a behest for payments to a charity?  Form 803 

 

Elected officials often ask third-parties to make a contribution to a charity on their behalf.  
This is referred to a behested payment.  Within 30 days following the date on which the 
behested payment(s) meets or exceeds five thousand dollars ($5,000) in the aggregate 
from a single source in a calendar year, the official must file a Form 803, to disclose 
payments made at their behest, principally for legislative, governmental, or charitable 
purposes.   

 
Behested payments are payments made principally for legislative, governmental, or 
charitable purposes under Government Code Section 82015(b)(2)(B)(iii). These 
payments are not for personal or campaign purposes. Generally, a donation is made at the 
behest if it is requested, solicited, or suggested by the official, or otherwise made to a 
person in cooperation, consultation, coordination with, or at the consent of, the elected 
officer or CPUC member. This includes payments behested by the official or by his or 
her agent or employee on the official’s behalf.   
 
Local officials must file the Form 803 with their public agency. 
 
Within 30 days after receipt of the Form 803, the agency must forward a copy to the 
filing officer who receives the official’s original campaign statements. 
 
 
 


